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STORY SUMMARY
Elliot, King of the Brownies, isn’t usually a stubborn kid, but he didn’t see a lot of room to bargain 
on the issue of Goblins eating his subjects. Which is how he wound up alone in the Underworld, 
with no map either home or ahead to Demon Territory. Between trying to steal a hair for the Pixie 
Princess and a sock for the Fairies from a demon, being King of the Brownies is no easy job!

KIRKUS REVIEWS ELLIOT AND THE PIXIE PLOT
� is second book in the Underworld Chronicles picks up where Elliot and the Goblin War (2010) 
left off .

As the melodramatic narrator might say, woe unto those who have not read the fi rst title in the series, 
because they will often encounter characters or story references that they know little to nothing 
about. Elliot, King of the Brownies, struggles to balance working with hypercompetitive science-
project partner Cami and hosting former nemesis Tubs Lawless, “his least favorite former bully” 
for a sleepover. All goes awry from the beginning, as Elliot is threatened by bumbling Harold the 
Shapeshifter and “totally” television-obsessed Pixie Fidget Spitfl y to release Grissel the Goblin from 
Brownie jail. 

Nielsen cleverly keeps the action and humor fl owing from one silly obstacle to the next as Elliot tries 
to meet the demands of the angry Pixies. � is quickly addictive page-turner also entices readers with 
many sensory details, such as tenacious Gripping Mud, surprisingly tasty turnip juice and a tingly 
invisibility potion gone wrong. Along the journey to broker peace among the Pixies, Fairies and 
Brownies of the underworld, Elliot learns how to navigate some diffi  cult relationships and appreciate 
the better qualities in unlikely allies.

Defi nitely a series to invest in for those who prefer their fantasy a bit light. (Fantasy. 9–12)

IN CASE YOU MISSED ELLIOT AND THE GOBLIN WAR
For most kids, accidentally starting an interspecies war on Halloween would be the biggest event of 
their lives. But for Elliot Penster, it was only the beginning. � ree years later, the Brownies, who are 
hopelessly losing that war against the Goblins, make 11-year-old Elliot their king. 

Elliot dodges the Goblins’ attempts to do away with him, until they fi nally go too far and blow up his 
house. Now it’s time for the king to fi ght back and end the war once and for all.
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

You may wish to use only a few of the activities and suggestions provided, or several, and of course 
may supplement any of the suggestions with ideas of your own.

CHAPTER GUIDES WILL INCLUDE:
* C V . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .of words that may be unfamiliar to your students.

* D Q . . . . . . . to accompany chapter readings in support of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

* I Y W  A . . . . . . . . .challenges to help students predict what will happen next or 
determine choices they would make in the story.

At the end of the chapter guides, you will fi nd suggestions for class projects based on Elliot and the 
Pixie Plot.  � ere is also an interview with Jennifer Nielsen about reading, writing, and her plans for 
Book 3, Elliot and the Yeti � reat.

PREREADING
1. As you look at the book’s title and cover, what do you think the book will be about? 

(Comprehension)
2. Based on the cover, what questions do you already have about the story? (Analysis)
3. What did the illustrator do well on the cover?  Does the cover make you want to read the book?  

Why or why not? (Knowledge)
4. For each character on the cover, choose a sentence that might describe what they would be saying 

right now.  Chose a word to describe the emotion you think each character is feeling.  (Synthesis)
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INTRO & CHAPTER 1

Vocabulary Words:
P  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A strong fear of something

R  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To save a place

I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A part of the body that helps to digest food

C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Two unusual events that happen together

S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tricky in a secret way

T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To fall over

L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A sly or mean look

P  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A widespread disease causing many deaths

C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . An agreement reached by two sides, each giving in on something

B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A lure to help catch something

Discussion Questions:
1. In the introduction, there is a hint that there might be something in the darkness that Elliot will 

be afraid of.  What do you think it is?  (Comprehension)
2. In the fi rst paragraph of Chapter 1, there are two popular book series that are referred to. Do you 

have any guesses to what they are?  (Application)
“Magical half-breed”—Percy Jackson, “young wizard”—Harry Potter. 

3. Does Elliot like Cami?  What do you think of her?  Do you think Elliot’s opinion of Cami will 
change in this story?  (Analysis)

Activity:
In small groups, make up your own phobia.  Be creative—what would be something very funny to be 
afraid of?  � en create a poster explaining it to your classmates.

WHERE ELLIOT 
IS HUNTED
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Chapter 2

Vocabulary Words:
G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A feeling of anger against someone

C  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Selfi sh planning

C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hold tightly together

E  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Too much

Q . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  To shake and tremble

D  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  To separate into parts, then into nothing

B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � e cry of a goat

A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Comparing two things to each other

R   . . . . . . . .  A question where the answer is known, so no answer is expected

Discussion Questions:
1. When did you fi rst realize it wasn’t the real Mr. Willimaker in this chapter? What were your 

clues? (Analysis)
2. Between the goat, the werewolf, and the Shadow Man, which do you think would be the scariest? 

(Evaluation)

Activity:
1. In this chapter, the Shapeshifter uses an analogy to show how bad he is.  He says he is a triple 

scoop of evil with a cherry on top. An analogy compares two diff erent things to show how they 
are alike. Can you create an analogy for the Shadow Man?  What can you compare him to?

2. Design your own Shadow Man. Based on the description in the story, what do you think a 
Shadow Man looks like?

If You Were the Author:
In this chapter, the Shapeshifter turns into a goat, a werewolf, and a Shadow Man. If you were the 
author, what would you have had the Shapeshifter turn into?

WHERE ELLIOT MEETS A 
TRIPLE SCOOP OF EVIL 

WITH A CHERRY ON TOP 
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Chapter 3

Vocabulary Words:
E. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .To develop gradually

E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  To breathe out

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A long narrow strip of color

F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  To quickly fl ap wings

Discussion Questions:
1. What do you think would be a good name for a Shapeshifter? (Synthesis)
2. How did the Pixies trick Harold into helping them? (Knowledge) 

3. What is Harold’s weakness? (Comprehension)
4. Why couldn’t Harold have just shape shifted into Elliot’s form to release Grissel? 

(Comprehension)

Activity:
Give each student a chunk of clay and let them mold their own animal the shapeshifter might turn into.

WHERE HAROLD 
IS ALSO THE NAME OF 
THE CLASS HAMSTER
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Chapter 4

Vocabulary Words:
G  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Serious or gloomy

A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A person who gives advice

C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To tell the truth, usually after keeping it a secret

W  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To move without any real direction

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To raise and lower the shoulders

F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A quick, light movement

D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sneaky, tricky

F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To hold one’s attention or interest

Discussion Questions:
1. If you have read book 1, Elliot and the Goblin War, what do you remember about Tubs?  

(Knowledge)  How has he changed in this chapter? (Analysis)
2. Write ten words to describe Cami, as you now know her.  Do you think your opinion will be the 

same at the end of the book? (Knowledge)

Activity:
Create your own recipe for Invisibility Potion.  What do you think might go into a recipe like that?

WHERE ELLIOT 
HAS OTHER THINGS 

ON HIS MIND
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Chapter 5

Vocabulary Words:
M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A space rock that has entered earth’s atmosphere and has a fi ery streak

L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � e actual meaning of a word

T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .To walk tiredly or with great eff ort

C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A small, close group of something

M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A cloud of fi ne watery vapor

S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .To look with the eyes partway closed

D  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � ick and hard to see through

B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Something that blocks from moving through

D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To hang loosely

Discussion Questions:
1. What is the loudest sound you’ve ever heard?  Using a decibel scale, compare how much louder 

the meteor explosion was. (Evaluation)
2. When Tubs took Elliot’s bed, Elliot took Reed’s bed and made Reed sleep on the fl oor. 

Do you think that was fair? (Analysis)
3. Was there any way Elliot could have stopped Tubs from sleepwalking?  

What would you have done? (Synthesis)

Activity:
Using websites or charts from your teacher, compare the decibel sounds of diff erent noises you are 
familiar with. Find out how many decibels is required to cause hearing loss.

If You Were the Author:
What would happen next in the story if Elliot didn’t tell Fidget who he was?  Predict what you would 
see in the next chapter.

WHERE TUBS IS 
A DEEP SLEEPER 
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Chapter 6

Vocabulary Words:
A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To soak up

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To spread over something

S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To lie out for a suntan

E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A single showing, like of a TV show

P  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A high place

Discussion Questions:
1. Why do you think Tubs isn’t very concerned that they’ve been kidnapped? (Evaluation)
2. Fidget has an unusual vocabulary, based on 1980s valley girls.  Using her words, how do you 

think she sounds when she talks? (Analysis)
3. Why do you think Fidget wants Elliot to release Grissel? (Evaluation)
4. Since we now know what Fidget will do to Elliot if he doesn’t release Grissel, do you think Elliot 

should release Grissel? (Evaluation)

Activity:
Draw a picture of what you imagine the Pixie forest looks like.  Where is the cave where Elliot is 
jailed and what does it look like?  

Trivia:
Jennifer Nielsen actually grew up during the 1980s.  � e way Fidget talks is based on a few girls 
Jennifer used to know, who loved to talk that way.

WHERE SURFER TEEN 
IS THE AWESOMEST
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Chapter 7

Vocabulary Words:
G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To cause to choke

G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A faint, unsteady light

W  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Forest area

V  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A number of diff erent types of things

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To act or look like someone else

G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A movement of the hand to express a thought

Discussion Questions:
1. When did you know the Pixie Claire wasn’t really a Pixie?  (Analysis)
2. In your own words, describe why the Pixies and Fairies are battling. (Knowledge)
3. Do you think anything will go wrong while Harold is on the surface pretending to be Elliot?  

What might go wrong? (Application) 

Activity:
Below is a list of common phrases from “Valley Girls talk” of the 1980s, which describes the way 
Fidget talks.  What do you think they mean?

“Totally Tubular”  (Means “very cool”)

“Radical” (Means “very impressive”)

“Gag me with a spoon” (Describes something so unpleasant it makes the person want to throw up)

“What-ever” (Means “I don’t care”)

“As if ” (Means “� at’s not going to happen” or “You wish”)

Trivia:
Claire is a real girl (not a Pixie, nor a Shapeshifter) whose Mom made a donation to a charity to get 
books for children who don’t have any books. Claire’s mother won a contest with that donation to get 
her daughter’s name into an Elliot book.

WHERE HAROLD OFFERS 
THE WORST KIND OF HELP
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Chapter 8

Vocabulary Words:
M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To go from one place to another

B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Items wrapped together for carrying

M  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trouble-causing in a playful way

Discussion Questions:
1. If you have read book 1, Elliot and the Goblin War, what do you remember about Patches? 

(Knowledge)
2. If Elliot refuses to release Grissel, even at the risk of his own life, what does that tell you about 

him? (Analysis)
3. When Patches suggests that Elliot try a time-out against Grissel, what does Elliot think it 

means?  Is he right or wrong? (Comprehension)

Activity:
If this were Diffl  e McSnug’s story, how do you think he might have survived being in a hot air balloon 
where the ropes had been chewed through by migrating geese?  Can you write that story?

If You Were the Author:
Timeout means something diff erent to the Pixies than it does to Elliot. What if you were the author 
and designed a diff erent battle for Elliot? So instead of Time-out, what if the Pixies told Elliot he was 
grounded? What would that be like?

WHERE ELLIOT 
WANTS A TIME-OUT 
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Chapter 9

Vocabulary Words:
T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A sharp point on a plant or fl ower

P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � e speed of movement

D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A style of music with bright lights and a strong beat

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To wiggle, usually in an uncomfortable way

A  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Curve to make higher 

T F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Brightly-colored fl owers grown in warm, rainy areas

L  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A sudden forward movement

W  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Moving around as in pain

R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A quick, light blow

Discussion Questions:
1. If you had to battle a Goblin, would you rather do it with slippers on or barefoot? (Application)
2. What do you think about the way Tubs cheers Elliot on during the Timeout? (Evaluation)
3. How do you think Grissel felt when his attempt to scare Elliot to death only made Elliot laugh 

even harder?  (Evaluation)
4. Who would Elliot say is the scarier girl:  Cami Wortson or Fidget Spitfl y? (Analysis)
5. Do you think Elliot will accept the deal from Fidget—that in order to go home he will get the 

hair from the Demon Kovol?  (Application)

Activity:
Divide into groups.  Can you come up with a tune for the lyrics to Surfer Teen?  Let each group 
perform for the class.

Surfer Teen
Awesomest kid on the scene
Rockin’ muscles lean and mean
You’re Surfer Teen.

WHERE ELLIOT GETS A 
SONG STUCK IN HIS HEAD 
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Chapter 10

Vocabulary Words:
U . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Not good or likeable

D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Twelve of something

S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A thin, straight opening

T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . On a slope

B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .� e line that separates one country or area from another

Discussion Questions:
1. Do you think Elliot should go to get the hair from Kovol?  What could happen if he doesn’t do 

it?  What might go wrong if he does do it?  (Evaluation)
2. Does Burrowsville seem like a nice place to live?  Why or why not?  (Evaluation)
3. Does Mr. Willimaker want Elliot to go to Demon Territory?  (Comprehension)

Activity:
Use the Internet or an Encyclopedia to look up a picture of a musk ox.  What words can you use to 
describe it?  Can you learn any facts about a musk ox other than what is told to you at the beginning 
of this chapter?

WHERE ELLIOT GETS 
A NECK ACHE
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Chapter 11

Vocabulary Words:
B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Knee length pants common before the 20th century

C  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pieces of cow dung

B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .� ick or large in size

T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A mushroom with an umbrella-shaped cap

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Something that moves a person to act or believe better than before

D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Something that is not great, but is still acceptable

E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .At some time in the future, but not right away

R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Searching in a disorganized way

Y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A sudden, hard pull

Discussion Questions:
1. Does Elliot like the clothes the Brownies made for him?  (Comprehension)
2. Does Elliot seem comfortable with the Brownies treating him like a king (bowing to him, calling 

him “Your highness,” etc.)?  Why do you think so?  (Evaluation)
3. If you read Book 1, Elliot and the Goblin War, what do you remember about Agatha the Hag?  

What words can you use to describe her?  (Evaluation)
4. What rules does Elliot need to remember about the fl ashlight from Agatha?  (Knowledge)

Activity:
Invent your own Underworld vegetable.  Describe it using each of your senses (what it looks like, 
feels like, tastes like, smells like, and hmmm….sounds like?)

If You Were the Author:
Switching the sugar and salt is an April’s Fool trick the author thinks is funny.  If you were the 
author, what April’s Fool trick would you have written in?

WHERE ELLIOT 
GETS AN ITCH AND 

A FLASHLIGHT
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Chapter 12

Vocabulary Words:
P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Happening before the current time

D  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Usually an amount of medicine someone takes

B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Small, round eyes that are usually believed to be unfriendly

S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To sit, lean, or fall in a heavy, lazy way

S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shaking, usually because of fear

Discussion Questions:
1. Elliot thinks about how wearing his sunglasses didn’t fool his mom. Why wasn’t she fooled?  

(Synthesis)
2. Did Elliot like the squash greens, turnip juice, and branberries more than the Mushroom 

Surprise? (Knowledge)
3. Why did Fudd tell Elliot the Mushroom Surprise was safe to drink? (Comprehension) 
4. What do you think the Fairies are going to do about Elliot helping the Pixies? (Synthesis)

Activity:
What do you think the Mushroom Surprise is going to do to Elliot?  Draw a picture to show your 
idea.

If You Were the Author:
What popular story is the yellow brick road in this chapter referring to?  If you were the author, what 
image from another story could you have included?

WHERE FUDD 
STAYS HOME 
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Chapter 13

Vocabulary Words:
R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A deep sound that is often like thunder

E  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A sudden pouring out from somewhere

W . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Limp because of loss of water or energy

T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Something that is poisonous

G  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A lump of something soft 

M  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � e kind of eating where the mouth is always moving

E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . An unexpected meeting

U . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joined together for the same goal

Discussion Questions:
1. If Elliot could tell any one person in his family about what was happening to him in the 

Underworld, who do you think he’d choose? (Evaluation)
2. What did the Mushroom Surprise do to Elliot? (Knowledge)
3. Who is the line, “Able to leap over tall buildings in a single jump” referring to? (Knowledge)
4. How do you think the wizard Minthred might have gotten Kovol to sleep a thousand years ago? 

(Synthesis)

Activity:
Draw a picture to represent what you think the Underworlderness looks like.  Can you name a few of 
the fl owers and plants you invented?

If You Were the Author:
Mr. Willimaker and Elliot discuss the Dwarves, Mermaids, and magic in the Underworld.  If you 
were the author, what questions about the Underworld would you want to write about?

WHERE ELLIOT THINKS 
ABOUT THE NUMBER FIFTY 
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Chapter 15

Vocabulary Words:
C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . An open space in a forest

Q . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A pit of loose wet sand that can suck objects in

I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Immediately

G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A deep sound made in pain or when upset

W . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .To walk through water

H  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .To lift with great eff ort

L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jumped a long way, often with a long height

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To stop someone else’s actions by saying or doing something 

Discussion Questions:
1. If Patches hadn’t come to help get Elliot out of the gripping mud, what other choices might he 

have had? (Application)
2. By agreeing to help the Pixies, what problem has Elliot caused with the Fairies?  Why? 

(Knowledge)
3. At the end of the chapter, Harold poofs in to tell Elliot he won’t be allowed to ever go home 

again?  Why do you think Harold feels this way?  (Synthesis)

Activity:
In this chapter, Elliot crosses a fi eld of fl owers that makes him sneeze, and every sneeze makes new 
fl owers.  Now it’s your turn to create a new type of plant in the underworld.  What makes it diff erent 
than any other plants you know of?  Can you draw a picture of it?

WHERE ELLIOT IS 
CLEVER ENOUGH TO 
FIND GRIPPING MUD
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Chapter 16

Vocabulary Words:
Y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A sharp cry of pain or fear

F (F) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � rown away with a lot of energy

E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Very great

C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(For a safe) � e numbers needed to open a locked safe

T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .� e claws of a large bird

C  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � e cry of a crow or other similar bird

C  . . . . . . . . . . .A person with the job of taking care of a home or other place for the owner

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A feeling inside the body

Discussion Questions:
1. Why did Elliot grab hold of Harold’s ear?  (Knowledge)
2. Why does it bother Elliot that Harold likes Cami Wortson? (Comprehension)
3. Why does Harold off er to fl y Elliot into Demon Territory? (Knowledge)
4. Patches seemed to want to tell Elliot something before he and Harold fl ew away.  What do you 

think it might have been?  (Synthesis)

Activity:
In this chapter, Elliot gets changed into an elf.  If you could temporarily change into any mythological 
creature, what would you choose?  Draw a picture of yourself as that creature.

WHERE EARS 
BECOME IMPORTANT
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Chapter 17

Vocabulary Words:
E  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � e place to go in

R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Very strange or odd

I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � e fi rst letters of your fi rst, middle, and last names

B C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A paper that lists the record of a person’s birth

I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Look at closely

P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To go forward

W (W) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Squeezing and twisting

D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To ruin the peace or relaxation

Discussion Questions:
1. How does Elliot use his name to convince the Elf that he is also an Elf?  (Comprehension)
2. Do you think Elliot will be able to use the invisibility potion to sneak through Demon Territory?  

(Evaluation)
3. Why aren’t humans allowed in Demon Territory? (Knowledge)

Activity:
Elliot’s middle name was supposed to be Louis, but because the nurse added an E to the end it 
changed his name.  Can you think of any words that become new words when you add an “E” to the 
end of them?  Here are some examples:  “Tap” becomes “Tape.” “Grip” becomes “Gripe.” And “To” 
becomes “Toe.”

Trivia:
Have you ever been anywhere that is so dark you cannot see your hand in front of your face?  � e 
author has, in the Minnetonka Caves in Southern Idaho.  She thought all about that when imagining 
what Demon Territory must be like.

WHERE ELLIOT HAS AN 
EMBARRASSING SECRET 
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Chapter 18

Vocabulary Words:
T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A long, narrow ditch

D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � e space between two places

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Covered in thorns

F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Becoming less and less bright until it fi nally disappears

C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organizing and carrying out

Discussion Questions:
1. What sorts of things does Elliot miss about his family? (Knowledge)  Do you think he is 

surprised that these things matter to him?  (Evaluation)  What would you miss about your own 
family?

2. What is the science experiment Elliot conducts with the invisibility potion in this chapter?  
(Comprehension)

Activity:
Using some websites your teacher provides for you, look up some facts about the Mariana Trench, or 
about other deep ocean science.  Share what you’ve learned with the class.  If you have extra time, try 
to fi nd a few ways in which very deep water is similar to very high altitude places like Mount Everest.

WHERE ELLIOT TESTS 
THE INVISIBILITY POTION 



22

Elliot and the Pixie PlotElliot and the Pixie Plot

22

Chapter 19

Vocabulary Words:
F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Well-known

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A large, thick group

H  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A sharp sound of the letter S

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � e inner spirit of the person

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A loud, sharp cry

Discussion Questions:
1. In this chapter, Elliot compares how fast he is running to lightning and then a cheetah.  

What else can you think of that’s very fast?  (Synthesis)
2. � ere is only one way to get out of gripping mud.  What is it?  (Knowledge)
3. How is the Invisibility Potion both hurting and helping Elliot with the Shadow Men? 

(Comprehension)

Activity:
Elliot has to make a decision in this chapter about whether he can trust Fudd.  Sometimes when 
we have to make a decision, something you can do is to make a list of your options.  � en for each 
option, make a list of reasons why you should choose it.

Make a list for Elliot as to whether he can trust Fudd.  In the column “Yes,” list any reasons for why 
he should trust Fudd.  In the column, “No,” list any reasons for why he should not trust Fudd.  Based 
on your list, what do you think Elliot should decide about Fudd?

WHERE ELLIOT IS 
STUCK AGAIN 
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Chapter 20

Vocabulary Words:
O . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Choices that could be made

A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .To move forward

C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .To fall down

T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A small fl ow of liquid

B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To help the enemy and not be loyal to the friend

T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Located in the throat, one on each side of the base of the tongue

Discussion Questions:
1. What is it that Patches said would wake up Kovol?  (Knowledge)
2. What did Fudd tell the Fairies when they asked him to stop Elliot from helping the Pixies? 

(Comprehension)

Activity:
Elliot’s plan A to get out of the gripping mud is to call Fudd. If Fudd doesn’t come, then his plan B 
is to cry like a baby and hope the Shadow Men will leave him alone. But he has no plan C. Can you 
design a plan C for Elliot? How can he get out of the gripping mud? What do you think will happen 
under your plan?

If You Were the Author:
By the end of the chapter, Elliot doesn’t know if Fudd made it safely away, or if the Shadow Men 
captured him.  If you were the author, what would you have happen to Fudd?

WHERE FUDD GIVES 
AN ORDER
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Chapter 21

Vocabulary Words:
F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Very dirty or smelly

D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Becoming rotten

R  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Not able to relax

L . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A curved piece of glass for sending out light

D . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Low light

M F  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   A type of foam that molds itself to the shape laying on it

G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rough and twisted

V . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A new style of something that was already known

R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A strong, unpleasant smell

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .An extra item in case the fi rst is lost or broken

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A large, thick piece of stone, usually square or rectangular

Discussion Questions:
1. What words can you think of to describe Kovol?  (Knowledge)
2. Why does Elliot wait as long as he can to turn on the fl ashlight?  (Comprehension)
3. Do you think Elliot made any mistakes while he was in the cave with Kovol?  (Evaluation)

Activity:
Based on the description in this chapter, draw a picture of Kovol as you imagine he would look like.

WHERE THE FLASHLIGHT 
IS TURNED ON



25

Elliot and the Pixie PlotElliot and the Pixie Plot

25

Chapter 22

Vocabulary Words:
S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .� e skin covering the head, except for the face

B . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A label or symbol associated with a person or business

F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Using the hands in a clumsy way

C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .To hold tightly

S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To climb up quickly using hands and feet

E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Made a sound

P  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � orny

I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .To plan or want

V . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To disappear suddenly and completely

G . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To grind or strike the teeth together

V  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Something like smoke, mist, or fumes

R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To feel sorry for having done something

Discussion Questions:
1. Why is Kovol angry with Elliot for taking one of his hairs?  (Knowledge)
2. Do you think Elliot would have gone into Kovol’s cave if he had seen how creepy it was at fi rst? 

(Analysis)
3. After he gets free of the gripping mud one day, do you think Kovol will still come for Elliot? 

(Analysis)

WHERE ELLIOT HAD 
BETTER RUN FAST 
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Chapter 23

Vocabulary Words:
S . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A loud harsh noise usually made by a bird

M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .� e covering for a hole in a street where a repairman can enter

F  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Waving or swinging around wildly

H  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � e line at which the earth and sky seem to meet

Discussion Questions:
1. How did Fudd go blind?  (Knowledge)
2. What do you think Elliot’s plan is for the treaty with the Pixies and Fairies?  (Synthesis)

Activity:
Experts believe an eagle can usually carry about half of its own weight. If Elliot weighs 84 pounds 
and Fudd weighs 35 pounds, then how much would Harold the Eagle have to weigh in order to be 
able to lift them?  (Answer: 238 pounds)

WHERE ELLIOT 
LIKES EAGLES 
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Chapter 24

Vocabulary Words:
F . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Perfect

E . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Graceful and stylish

C  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Being kept in prison

O  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Feeling upset or annoyed by someone else

T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A great victory

S  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A long, high-pitched cry or noise

C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . One hundred years in time

Discussion Questions:
1. Compare the descriptions of Fairies and Pixies.  How are they alike and how are they diff erent?  

(Analysis)
2. What do you think of the way Elliot gave the Fairies and Pixies the socks and hairs?  Do you 

think he did the right thing?  (Evaluation)
3. Can Fudd’s blindness be healed?  (Comprehension)
4. What do you think happened to Elliot’s bed?  (Application)

Activity:
Fairies and Pixies have original sorts of names.  If you were the author, what names would you create 
for your Fairy and Pixie characters?

WHERE THE FAIRIES AND 
PIXIES FIND SOMETHING 
THEY CAN AGREE ON
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Chapter 25

Vocabulary Words:
C . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (When used with weather) Cool weather, usually in the morning

C  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .To shrink back, usually in fear or dread

T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A sudden, clumsy fall

P . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . � e way to speak a word

B  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A chemical that whitens a color

I. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . To make a strong and usually positive feeling in someone

Discussion Questions:
1. By the end of the story, Fidget apologizes to Elliot for kidnapping him to the Underworld. 

What does she do to prove that she really is sorry? (Analysis)
2. What grade do you think Cami and Elliot’s science fair project should get? (Synthesis)
3. How does your opinion of Cami now compare to your opinion of Cami at the beginning of the 

story? (Evaluation)
4. Elliot feels bad in the story for some rude things he said to his family before he went to the 

Underworld. What are the signs that at least his sister Wendy has forgiven him? (Evaluation)

Activity:
Choose a partner in the class.  Together, think about what science project you would love to do if you 
knew you could have Pixie magic.  Compare your answers to others in your class.

Trivia:
When the author was young, she used to love to do science fair projects. Her favorite one was to leave 
open cans of pineapple in the fridge and study how much of the inside of the can it ate away.

WHERE FIDGET DOES 
ELLIOT A FAVOR 
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SUMMARY ACTIVITIES
1. Choose your favorite character in the story and answer the following questions:

• What are his/her greatest strengths?

• What are his/her greatest weaknesses?

• What is something he/she is better at doing than anyone else in the book?

• What do you expect to see from him/her in future books?

2. Recall your favorite scene and draw a picture of it.  Show it to the class and explain what you 
liked best about that scene.

3. Elliot spends a lot of time moving from a dark area into a pitch-black area. To understand how 
diffi  cult it might have been for him, blindfold one student volunteer, then have the class form a 
maze by holding hands and standing far apart. � en let the blindfolded student wander through 
the maze.  Afterward, let the student explain what his feelings were to have to move in darkness.

4. Elliot is kidnapped to the Underworld because the Pixies and Fairies could not agree on how to 
share Glimmering Forest. Can you work out a plan for how they could have ended their fi ght 
before they ever had to get Elliot involved?

5. Every book has what’s called a “missing scene.”  � ese are things that must have happened in the 
story but which are not written.  Choose one of the following missing scenes and see if you can 
write it:

• Before the story begins, Elliot and Cami have been assigned to do a science fair project together. 
Cami has tried to talk to Elliot but he’s avoiding her. Describe the scene when they are fi rst chosen to 
be partners.

• What would the scene be like when the Pixies tell Harold he has to get Elliot to release Grissel?

• Describe what would have been going on in Tubs’s mind when he fi rst wakes up in the Pixie prison.

• Write the scene where Harold, pretending to be Elliot, meets Cami for the fi rst time.

6. Book � ree is called Elliot and the Yeti � reat (February 2012).  Based on the title, what do you 
think it will be about?  A summary of Book � ree follows:



3030

Elliot and the Pixie Plot

QUESTIONS KIDS ASK: 
AN INTERVIEW WITH JENNIFER NIELSEN

Did it take you a long time to write this book?
Actually, Elliot and the Pixie Plot is the fastest book I ever wrote. When I fi rst had the idea for the story, 
I knew exactly how it would all go. So it wasn’t really a matter of having to come up with the plot—just 
how fast I could get it all written down.

Fidget is a diff erent kind of Pixie. Why did you design her to talk that way?
When I was growing up in the 1980s, girls who talked that way were known as “Valley Girls,” and they 
really did say things just like Fidget would say them.  I always thought they were really funny, so when it 
was time to create her character, I loved the idea of making her a modern day Valley Girl Pixie.

What is your next book about?
Elliot and the Yeti � reat is the third book in this trilogy and fi nishes what Elliot started in Pixie Plot 
by waking Kovol up. In the next book, Kovol will escape and try to make good on his promise to 
destroy the world as revenge for Elliot waking him up.

It sounds like quite the adventure.
It is! � e adventure gets started from the very fi rst page and won’t stop until the war ends. � e 
question is, will Elliot win and save not only the Underworld, but the entire world?

What books of yours are coming out next?
Elliot and the Yeti � reat will be released in February 2012. � e next book will come out with 
Scholastic in April 2012 and is titled, � e False Prince. In that story, four orphans, including a defi ant 
boy named Sage, are forced into competition to become an impostor prince. Sage knows his life 
balances on a sword’s point—he must be chosen or he will certainly be killed.

Did you enjoy reading when you were younger?
For as long as I can remember I have loved to read. In early elementary school I enjoyed all Dr. Seuss 
books. I also loved the Hardy Boys books, Encyclopedia Brown stories, Amelia Bedelia, and A Wrinkle 
in Time. But my very favorite book from elementary school was called � e Wolves of Willoughby 
Chase. Somewhere in my growing up years I lost the book, but as an adult I found it again in a thrift 
shop. It’s one of my great treasures that I still love to read.


