


Elliot and the Goblin War

STORY SUMMARY

For most kids, accidentally starting an interspecies war at age eight would be the biggest event of
their lives. But for Elliot Penster, it was only the beginning. Three years later, the Brownies, who are
on the hopelessly losing end of that war against the Goblins, make Elliot their King. With the help
of the ambitious yet traitorous Brownie, Fudd Fartwick, the Goblin leader, Grissel, quickly targets
Elliot, trying everything from literally scaring him to death to blowing up his house.

Luckily (a word rarely used to describe Elliot), he is not alone. With the help of the Brownies,
including the meek Mr. Willimaker, and his daughter, Patches, Elliot outsmarts Grissel and tricks the
Goblins into the woods behind his house, where he traps them on an island of water. Unable to get
past the water without being burned, the Goblins finally admit defeat. Even Fudd Fartwick realizes
his mistakes and promises to lead the Brownies in rebuilding Elliot's home as long as Elliot remains
as King of the Brownies. Elliot smiles. Why not?

REVIEWS AND COMMENTS FOR ELLIOT AND THE GOBLIN WAR
“Crown this book King of Goblin comedy and fright. I'm an Elliot fan for life.”
—Ruth McNalley Barshaw, creator of the Ellie McDoodle series.

“Never before have the secrets of the Underworld been exposed with such flair and self-
assured bhilarity. It is a winning combination, one that is sure to delight young readers eager
to dip their toe into the world of the fantastical. A perfect mix of goblin antics, a likeable
hero, and droll humor! Even the most reluctant of readers will be pulled in.”

—R.L. LaFevers, author of the Theodosia, Nathaniel Fudd, and Lowthar’s Blade series.
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

You may wish to use only a few of the activities and suggestions provided, or several, and of course
may supplement any of the suggestions with ideas of your own.

CHAPTER GUIDES WILL INCLUDE:

* PRE-READING ACTIVITIES .. ..ivviviiniinnnn, to prepare students for the upcoming chapter.
* CHAPTER VOCABULARY « .o\ tvvvvvninrnninins of words that may be unfamiliar to your students.
* DiscussioN QUESTIONS. ...... to accompany chapter readings in support of Bloom’s Taxonomy.
*Ir You WERE THE AUTHOR. . ....... challenges to help students predict what will happen next or

determine choices they would make in the story.

At the end of the chapter guides, you will find suggestions for class projects based on Elliot and the
Pixie Plot. There is also an interview with Jennifer Nielsen about reading, writing, and her plans for
Book 3, Elliot and the Last Underworld War.

PRE-READING

1. Asyou look at the book’s title and cover, what do you think the book will be about?
(Comprebension)

2. Based on the cover, what questions do you already have about the story? (Analysis)

What did the illustrator do well on the cover? Does the cover make you want to read the book?

Why or why not? (Knowledge)

4. Choose your favorite character on the cover. Pretend that you are writing a story about that
character. Give the character a name. Write five sentences to describe this character. You can
write what they look like, what their most favorite or least favorite things are, and maybe a secret
they don't want anyone else to know. (Synthesis)
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WHERE ELLIOT GETS
A LITTLE SCARED

Vocabulary Words:

BLABBER .« 4t ttiieeteteeeeeeeeee ettt s Talk in nonsense
WRETCHED . . .ot ivtvvininiiiiniarininionsniissnsnsorsisssensese. Of low quality, miserable
INTERSPECIES ......vivvivivivvivivsvarsersvses. ... Happening between two or more species
HoBo.................ovvvvvvvivvi oo oo .One who wanders without a permanent home
23 997N § JR U A A To wave or swing around wildly
DN S TINCT . vttt ettt ittt eeeeeeruaaeeeeeaesssssssseeeaseeesssaessss..Aninborn drive

EXAGGERATION .......c.ovvvvvvivievsvirsersr.... Jo make something bigger than it actually is

Discussion Questions:
1. Make alist of words that describe Elliot in the first chapter. (Knowledge)

2. Divide the list into two columns. On one side, put words that we “Know” about Elliot, that the
author has told us. On the other side, put words that we “Infer” about Elliot, that are our guesses
based on Elliot’s actions. What is the difference between “knowing” and “inferring” when we
read? (Comprebension)

If You Were the Author:

Three characters were introduced in this chapter: Elliot, Patches, and the Goblins. If you were the
author, who would you want to tell more about in Chapter 22 Why?
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WHERE A WAR BEGINS

Pre-Reading:

In this chapter, you will read more about the Goblins. Draw a picture of a Goblin who might be in
this story.

Vocabulary Words:
PASTURE ...ttt it iiieiiieenaneannns A grassy area where grazing animals can eat
INNOCENT . ottt et e e Not guilty of a crime
L =3 % A bump on the skin caused by an injury
CENTURY . 1 vttt ittt ettt et s et sttt ettt A period of 100 years

Discussion Questions:

1. In Chapter 2, we learn that all underworld creatures can speak a language called “Flibberish.”
Try writing something in a language you invent. What rules do you have to follow to create that
language? (Syntbhesis)

2. Make a list of words to describe the Goblins in this story. What are words called that describe a
noun (the Goblins)? (Application)

3. Why would the author choose to make chocolate cake the thing that Goblins hate the most?
What does it reveal about them? Discuss with the class how humor is often achieved when
something happens that is not expected. (Evaluation)

Trivia:
Unlike the Goblins, the author loves chocolate cake. She prefers just the cake batter, but if it's made

into cake, her favorite way of eating it is with banana cream pudding on top instead of frosting. Any
other kind of cake is okay, but chocolate is irresistible. What is your favorite way to eat cake?
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WHERE ELLIOT
SEES THE WORLD
A WHOLE NEW WAY

Pre-Reading:
Part of writing a story is creating the place where the story happens. In this chapter, Elliot’s small
town of Sprite’s Hollow will be described. Think about how things might be different in the story
if Elliot lived in a large city. How would you describe the place where you live? Would your life be
different if the place you lived was different?

Vocabulary Words:
A MINESTIA L 4ttt teeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeessssssssssssssssssssnnnoneonnnns Loss of memory
BEE TS . ittt e A vegetable usually with a reddish flesh
SQUIRM .« 4ttt ittt et To twist around or wiggle
MEAGER. ..\ttt ittt Lacking in quantity or richness

Discussion Questions:
1. Does Sprite’s Hollow sound like a nice place to live? What would you enjoy about living there?

What would you miss, when compared to the place you now live? (Evaluation)

2. Although Tubs is bullying Elliot, we also learn that Elliot teases him back. For some kids,
bullying is a real problem. What should Elliot do to solve his bullying problem? (Analysis)

3. Elliot’s older brother, Reed, works at a restaurant called The Quack Shack, which serves duck
burgers. How do you think a duck burger might taste? Would you want to try one?

Activitys
Elliot’s father built a rope trap meant to catch food for the family’s dinner. It ends up catching Elliot

and hanging him upside down. Divide the class into groups and let each group experiment with
tying a knot that could be used as a trap.

Trivia:
The description of Elliot’s hair is based on the author’s husband and daughter, both who have hair
that gets lighter in the summer (because they are out in the sun more often) and darker in the winter.
Depending on what time of year it is, they might be considered either blondes or as having brown
hair.
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WHERE QUEEN
BIPSY’S SPLEEN DIES.
AND EVERYTHING ELSE.

Pre-Reading:

In this chapter, you will read more about the Goblins. Draw a picture of a Goblin who might be in
this story.

Vocabulary Words:
28823 23 5 -1 Small wavelike motions
CANCAN DANCE « .+t 4ttt vttttete e se i ser s teneansenanens A high-kicking French dance
VIRTUE .\ttt ttteeeeneeeeneenseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeessssssssssssseossnssnnnnns Goodness
GRUESOME .+« + vt v tteeeetsinens e s tiasseesssneeseessnseseessnnennees Frightful and shocking
N353 8 ) SR A body organ that filters blood
N To] 2§ § : 3 : AP PN A writer or journalist

Discussion Questions:

1. In Chapter 4, Queen Bipsy is scared half to death by a creature who is never identified. Who do
you think this was? Why? Were there any clues? (Analysis)

2. We also get to meet Mr. Willimaker in this chapter. We learn that most of the Brownies still
laugh at him because of a mistake he made with a field mouse three years earlier. How do you
handle things when you make mistakes that everyone knows about? (Synthesis)

3. What were Mr. Willimaker’s reasons for choosing Elliot to be King of the Brownies? Do you
think they were good reasons? (Knowledge)

If You Were the Author:

This chapter introduces us to Diffle McSnug, a character who does not exist in this book. It tells us
only half a story about him: that he is diving with sharks while trying to recover lost pirate treasure.
Only he is out of air and the sharks are licking his toes. Can you solve his problem? Write a story
about how Diffle McSnug gets out of trouble.
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WHERE FUDD
BECOMES SERIOUSLY
DISAPPOINTED

Vocabulary Words:
ST OUT ittt e Strong or thick
TREMOR. . o1ttt ittt ettt et s A shaking effect
MURMURING 11t ettttettttnteteti ettt onaaseranensenns A low, grumbling sound

Discussion Questions:
1. Make a list of words to describe Fudd Fartwick and Patches. (Application)

2. In the last chapter, Mr. Willimaker had a plan for why he wanted to choose Elliot as King. Did
his plan go the way he thought it would? (Knowledge)

If You Were the Author:

At the end of the chapter, Fudd is unhappy about Elliot being chosen as King. Then he decides he
needs the Goblins to help him get rid of Elliot. If you were the author, what would you have Fudd
and the Goblins plan to do to Elliot?

Trivia:
The book was originally titled Colin and the Goblin War. But when the author began writing about

the boy becoming a King, she thought King Colin sounded too much like King Kong, so she had to
change his name. After changing it to Elliot, she decided she liked it much better anyway.
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WHERE ELLIOT DOESN’T
SLEEP WELL

Pre-Reading:

In this chapter, you will read more about the Goblins. Draw a picture of a Goblin who might be in
this story.

Vocabulary Words:
PITCH. oo The level of a note in music
TUBT. o A group of long strands growing close together
MYTHICAL ottt ittt ettt et ia e eiteeaennaeaenneeannnns Imaginary

Discussion Questions:

1. In Chapter 6, Elliot meets the Brownies for the first time. If you could meet any mythical
creature, which would it be? Why? (Evaluation)

2. What is Elliot’s reaction when he first meets Mr. Willimaker and his daughter? Why doesn't he
seem more surprised? (Knowledge)

If You Were the Author:

At the end of the chapter, we find out that Fudd Fartwick has been hiding in Elliot’s room the entire
time he had the conversation with Mr. Willimaker and Patches. Fudd decides it wouldn't be too hard
for a band of Goblins to come to Elliot’s room and kill him. If you were the author, what would you

have Fudd and the Goblins decide to do?

10
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WHERE FUDD
PLAYS WITH FIRE

Pre-Reading:

“Playing with fire” is an idiom. An idiom means an expression that people in a particular culture may
understand, but people from another culture may not understand it. What do you think “playing
with fire” means? What do you think it means will happen with Fudd?

Vocabulary Words:
PN 1314 -0 ) - S Someone who gives advice
ENTRANT .. oot Someone who enters what is usually a competition
N AW L 4 vttt ettt ettt et e e eeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeesesssssssssseonsonnnnnnns To bite or chew on
SHRIVEL .\ttt tttteeettttteeeeeeennnnnseeeeeensnssseeeeseesnsnsseeens To shrink or wrinkle

Discussion Questions:

1. Contrast is taking two things and showing how they are different. In this chapter, the
background of Fudd and Grissel are shown in contrast. Make a list that shows ways in which
Fudd and Grissel are alike, and how they are different. (Knowledge)

2. 'There is a moment in the chapter where Fudd asks for a turn on the swing, but he is told no.
Fudd cannot think of any ways to solve the problem and finally decides to become evil. Did he
make the best decision? What could he have done to solve his problem? (Evaluation)

3. Even though there had been Goblin drills at Patches’s school, Patches makes a mistake when
trying to escape. What was it? (Knowledge) In the drills your school conducts, what might be
some mistakes students could make? (Evaluation)

Activitys
Design a Goblin drill for your class. In the event of a Goblin invasion, what would be the best
strategy for escaping your classroom and your school?

Triviaz

This was actually one of the last chapters the author wrote. After writing the entire story, she decided
it would be fun to learn more about Fudd’s and Grissel's backgrounds so she went back and fit it in.

1
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WHERE THERE ARE
PICKLES, PIE, AND

BROWNIES

Pre-Reading:

In this chapter, there is a hidden joke about what Elliot would get if he mixes hydrogen and oxygen.
Can you figure out the answer? How does the answer relate to the story? (Answer: Water burns
Goblins. It’s Elliot’s only way to fight them.)

Vocabulary Words:

| 3 576300 o) 23 SN A colorless gas that can easily catch fire
OXYGEN.......cvvvvvvvvvvinvevsvsso...An element necessary for plants and animals to breathe
DETENTION .............. A punishment where a student has to stay at school after normal hours
EXPRESSION. ..\ vvvrvveveessesseeseeseeeeeseeesssssss. Alookon aface that shows an emotion
N3 9 T3 £ & U N Small in size or amount
ATTACHED ... ..vtiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisriniassnissasseinseese.... Fastened or joined together

TREMBLE. .....oovvvvvinierininieraniaranensersvenser .. loshake usually from fear or worry

Discussion Questions:

1. Elliot has a decision to make in this chapter. When it’s time to make a decision, there are steps
you can take to be sure you are making the best decision. They are:

a. Make a list of all your options. Remember that‘do nothing” is often a choice you can make.

b. Gather information about each option.

¢. Make a list of pros and cons with each option.

d. Brainstorm any ways to adjust the options so that you can have more “pros” and fewer “cons.’
e. Remember that no decision is perfect. There are pros and cons to everything.

f. Make your decision.

2. What if the Brownies asked you to be their king or queen? Using these steps, make your
decision. Is it the same or different than what Elliot decided? (Evaluation)

3. What kind of person is Uncle Rufus? Adjectives are words that describe a noun. Make a list of
ten words that you think could describe Uncle Rufus. (Application)

12
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WHERE PATCHES IS
TEMPTED BY TORNIP JUICE

Pre-Reading:

Bring a turnip to class for the students to see and hold, and if they want, to taste. You could also
bring other unusual vegetables and have a contest to see how many the students can identify.

Vocabulary Words:

COOPERATE 1ttt ttittetitittet ettt eet et tor st arearerenerens To work together
805235 § - T A vegetable with a yellow or white root that can be eaten
BARGAIN ...ttt An agreement over terms of a sale or job
| 20703 7 3 : o Yo} - PP Designed so it cannot fail

Discussion Questions:

1. To create the Elliot story, the author used some traditional mythology and created some of her

own. How is what you are reading similar to things you've heard about Brownies or Goblins?

How is it different? (Analysis)

2. How does Patches convince Grissel to use the not foolproof plan? Is it a logical argument?

(Knowledge/ Analysis)

If You Were the Author:

In this story, Grissel uses a carrot boiled in turnip juice to tempt Patches into helping him. If you
were the author, what would you have had Grissel do to convince Patches to help him?

3
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WHERE GRISSEL TRIES
THE NOT FOOLPROCOF PLAN

Pre-Reading:

Look at the picture at the start of this chapter. What clues do you see in it that might tell you what is
going to happen in the story?

Vocabulary Words:

D AN GLING. « 4ttt vt ttes et e ttttese e s neneessnsnseeessnseseesssnnsneesnes Hanging loosely
SMACK .....oovvivvivvinvevvavvasvee.... Toclose and open the lips so as to make a sharp sound
LIMP . ittt ieteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeensnsssseeee.. Without firmness or stiffness
RUSTLE .....ooovvviviiviiiniovven. ... Soft sounds, usually caused by things rubbing together
B A RE. .ottt e e et ey Not covered
YELP 0 ovvoiiiiiiiii i e s eesens oo A quick, sharp cry
RUMBLE. .....ioiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniorsvinsovvo .. A heavy, somewhat muffled, sound
SHRUG ... oviiiiiiiiiieeeeeseessseseeeeeeeeeeeeasssssssss. loraiseand lower the shoulders
RECOMMEND it tittttiie et titeenreserneeseenenneeenneens To mention in a favorable way
BOUND . .ttt i e e ettt eeeaeeeeaeaaaqs.. Sureand certain
FLICK . ... o ieiiii oo e oo v o oo A quick and light movement
IMPRESSIVE .....ovivivviviniiiininrrener.r .. .Something that causes admiration or respect
B N) (0 PN An act of entering as an enemy

WAET .o iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaisiiiiavsaiassvsssesse. .. Lo move smoothly through the air

Trivia:
Kovol is going to play a big role in Book 2, Elliot and the Pixie Plot. So remember him!
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WHERE PATCHES
FINDS THE BEST HIDING
PLACE EVER

Vocabulary Words:
N3 £ 6 c PP Confident in one’s own abilities
PLUMP ..o s Slightly fat
PR EK . vttt ettt e e A quick, sometimes sneaky, look
INGLE. vttt iitee it iiiee e riireeeeennns The feeling of slight prickles, stings, or goosebumps
N195:8:01 65,50 1) -1 » YNNI To be on all sides of something
ANNOYED .ttt tttteteeeeenooeenseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesesssssssssnnnnns To irritate or bother

Discussion Questions:

1. Patches helped Grissel come up with a“punishment” for Elliot that she secretly knew he would
really like. If Patches was coming up with a“punishment” for you, what would be the best thing
the Goblins could bring you? (Evaluation)

2. By the end of the chapter, Patches is the only one on Elliot’s side who knows that Fudd has
betrayed him. What are her options to help him? Should she try to escape the carrot cave?
(Application)

3. In this chapter, there is a recipe for Turnip Juice. Make up your own recipe using turnips, either
for a meal, a dessert, or a snack. (Synthesis)

15
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WHERE A HAS-BEEN HAG
ENTERS THE STORY

Pre-Reading:

Look at the picture at the start of this chapter. What do you think about the woman in the
bathroom stall? Do you think she will be a character who is friendly to Elliot or not?

Vocabulary Words:

P ROMPT. .ttt e e e To cause an action
TILT o e e i e s e s oo To lean or slant
AMUSED. ..\ ttiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiersnisenariassrsrserseess.. .. Calmly entertained
GLANCE . ottt it sisississnssassassrssrseesoesees . Aquicklook
[0 32523 103 7 T Acting with authority
PURSE (PURSED LIPS) ... tvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinininuenenueaeneneeesn.... Topucker
HUFF ... oo ie i ii i e i i oo oo oo TTo breathe with quiet anger

TATTERED ...\ itittiiiiiititiiieriiiiianiiarerinsarareesararserave.... Ragged or dirty
A% Y6 0 2 4 23 2§ =) » YU PP Shriveled or faded

Activity:
Have everyone bring a peeled apple to class. Using a plastic knife, carve a face into the apple. Soak in

lemon juice mixed with salt water for one hour. Dry the apple head in a warm spot for several days, a
food dehydrator for 2-3 days, or on a greased cookie sheet in a warm oven (200 degrees) until dried.
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WHERE THE READER
IS WARNED

Vocabulary Words:
V8 37 3 - Of great worth
REGRET .ottt To feel sorry or disappointed
HEED .o s To pay attention
L 1 5 7 To live on after

Discussion Questions:

1. How does a chapter like this make you feel about continuing to read the book? Why do you
think that is? (Evaluation)

Activity:
Write your own warning paragraph against one of the following:
a) Warn against going to school.
b) Warn against eating your vegetables.

¢) Warn against using an umbrella in the rain.
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WHERE ELLIOT GETS
A LOT SCARED

Pre-Reading:

Compare the title of Chapter 1 with this title. Why did Elliot get a little scared then?
Why do you think he might get a lot scared now?

Vocabulary Words:

% 23 5 S PP A tube that carries blood to the heart
SPINDLY . .ttt ttttitiitii et siiitenaiansaressessvessersvssssrsssessess.. Longandlean
EXPOSE © .\t ttiiiiiiiiiieereeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeassssssssesssssesseeesess..lomakeknown
PREFER ..\ 'iittiiiiitetiiiieesessssessessssssssesssseeseesess. LTochooseas more desirable
J\Y N 5210 § oD Grand and noble
GLISTEN ..\ tttittittitvtitissussussussssississsssssssssssssss... loshine and sparkle
745 -3 - PP @) s
NUDGE. .. ttvviiiiiiiiii it iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiansavnsseeesoo. .. To gently push against
PEE R . .ttty To look at in a searching way
BULGE .. ..iviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiai o vs oo oo An outward curve or swelling
EMERGE.........oviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisisiivniensse... Lo come out from a hidden place
JAGGED. ..\t i i e e oo With uneven edges

(€3 7 N3 P To grind the teeth together

Discussion Questions:

1. Do you think Uncle Rufus is really able to see Agatha differently than everyone else, or is he just
more clever at not getting himself cursed? (Evaluation)

2. 'What do you think Agatha does at the end of the chapter to save Elliot from the Goblins?
(Comprebension)

Activitys
Can you write a curse for Agatha? They have five or six syllables in each line and always start the
same:

Iam abag...
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WHERE ELLIOT
MIGHT BE A ZOMBIE

Pre-Reading:
Think about the title. Why might Elliot think he is a zombie?

Vocabulary Words:
OFFICIAL. 1ottt ittt ettt ettt e eanaes With proper authority
HIDEOUS . ittt e e Very ugly
L0 -3 e 55 5 S c P Disturbing

Discussion Questions:

1. When you look at the picture of Agatha at the beginning of the chapter, what details about her
do you notice? How would you describe her? (Knowledge)

2. After what happened to him with the Goblins, do you think Elliot wants to end the Goblin War
more than he did before? Or is he less interested in ending it? Why do you think so? (Analysis)

Trivia:
In this chapter, there is a reference to a very famous book series. Do you know which one and how?
(It references the reluctance of characters in the Harry Potter books to saying Voldemort's name aloud.)

19
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WHERE FUDD NEEDS
PIXIE MAGIC

Pre-Reading:

Look at the picture at the beginning of the chapter. Who is the character that we only see from the
back? What is she looking at?

Vocabulary Words:
N 6 e 3 - PNt One
TRANSFORM .« 4ottt ettttet ettt e et ettt et a et e ey To change in form
BLACK MARKET. .\ \tviiiiiiennennneneeeneeens A place where things are secretly or illegally sold
5 57 <& P To speak angrily

Discussion Questions:

1. Fudd reasons that if something has never been tried before then it’s never failed, which means it’s
certain to succeed. Do you think this logic actually works? (Evaluation)

2. Fudd often thinks about the rules in his Guidebook to Evil Plans. His rules can actually work for
everyone, evil or good. In this chapter it says, “Think big. Small plans have never produced great
villains.” If you use the word “heroes” instead of “villains,” how could this rule be used for you?

(Analysis)

Activity:
What place do you think “Underworld World: The happiest place under the earth” refers to?
(Disneyworld). Design a ride that you think Underworld creatures might enjoy.
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WHERE REED MISSES
HIS SHOELACES

Pre-Reading:

Look at the picture at the front of the chapter. What's wrong with Elliot’s house? Can you think
of any reasons why that might have happened?

Vocabulary Words:
L0335 -5 7. - To observe a happy event
(0325 :5 N 3. S I Definite or sure
Y07 35 5 » JP0 AN Not hollowed out
| 33: 9063 23 4 -1 I AP A piece of jewelry worn around the wrist
5 765, § O PP To slide down
TRUDGE . 11t v vttt ettt To walk in a tired way
| D)5 o3 ; SN A long, narrow cut into the ground

Discussion Questions:

1. How did Fudd know which room to make disappear, and then to blow up the house? (Elliot’s
crown. Because it didn't disappear with Elliot's room, Fudd thought Elliot was still in his house.)
(Knowledge)

2. How would you feel if you came home from school and your room had disappeared? How does
that compare with the way Elliot’s family reacts? (Analysis)

If You Were the Author:

If you were the author, what would you have had Fudd do with his borrowed Pixie magic to try
to get Elliot?

21
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WHERE ELLIOT’S
PROBLEMS GET WORSE

Pre-Reading:

The last chapter ended with Elliot's house blowing up. He knows Kyle and Cole are outside,
but what do you think happened to the rest of his family?

Vocabulary Words:

STAGGER « .1ttt ittt ettt e To move unsteadily
RUBBLE ..........ooivviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiineinnoee ... Aloose mix of broken stones and bricks
HEAP ... oo e oo e o A group of things in a pile
SHRED .« .0\ttt it iei e e aet et aaransarsessrs. .. LONg uneven strips
EERIE ..ottt e e Mysterious or spooky
SHATTER . ..ot ititiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitatararararsrarerarararsrersserss.. Lo completely damage
BLUSH ... ..iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiinvnvsovo .. To become red in the face
PROTEST ..\ttt vttt iiiiiiiiiisiianisvssssssssssassa... Lo deny or object to
DN SIS T ittt e To firmly state or demand
ORGANIZED ...\t vvvtiiiiiiniinsninssrsnsissrersessesssersess...Inorder, well put together

BORDER.........ooivvvviviviiiiniorsvinsev. ... Aline that marks the boundaries of something

Discussion Questions:

1. In stories, a character often gets pushed so far that eventually they have to push back. Elliot
decides it’s finally time to rescue Patches and end the Goblin War. Why does he make that
decision? (Knowledge)

2. If you were Elliot, what would you do to end the war? (Synthesis)
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WHERE THE FAMILY
GOES TO JAIL

Pre-Reading:

Think about the title of this chapter. Why might the Penster family go to jail?
Do you think that will be a good or bad thing for the family?

Vocabulary Words:
CONEESS + 1 vt teeteteeeeeeenoeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseasossassosssssnsssnnnns To admit the truth
RUMOR..........ovvviiviiiii v ... A piece of information not known to be true
GORGE .« vttt tteeeiiaeeeeeaneussseeseossssssssssessesessassesss..lostuff with food
SUSPECT .. \viiiiiieiieeseeseeeaeeeeeeeeeeees.. Someone believed to have committed a crime
A% Y/ - & PP A hard, rough lump growing on the skin
AGELESS ..\ ititiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii it e e e s s, Seeming never to grow old
PIERCE...........coivvvivivvivivievsv. .. Tocutor pass through, usually with something sharp
BEAM ..\ e e 0 Aray of light
SHE AR Lttt it i et To remove hair by cutting it

DIGIT........iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiovsvnv v One of the numbers zero through nine

Discussion Questions:

1. In this chapter, Agatha tells Elliot that everyone is cursed at times, but that the trick is to look
past the cursing and try to see something good. Do you think she’s right? Why or why not?
(Evaluation)

2. Why do you think Elliot could finally see Agatha for who she really is? (Analysis)

3. How do you think Mr. Willimaker feels when Elliot asks him to go to Burrowsville?
(Comprebension)
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WHERE ELLIOT SHARES
HIS LEMON PIE

Vocabulary Words:
HUFFING AND PUEFING o iiitttttiittitit iy Breathing heavily
ASSUME . 4ttt tttrtireneernrnnnnseesonneneennnns To believe something without knowing for sure
SCAMPER .« 11ttt ittt s To run off quickly and lightly
| 205 23 - N To tempt or attract into a trap
CLUMP « ot e A thick group
SURRENDER « 1+t e vt ttetetenstanensoreneesoreneorereosoreeerorens To be forced to give up
Sy Lt ettt e Clever and tricky

Discussion Questions:
1. What do you think will happen when Tubs opens that trunk? (Comprebension)

2. What does Elliot mean when he says lemon pie gives him the sniffles? (That he is allergic to it).
What does Fudd mean when he says lemon pie gives him the sniffles? (He's getting teary because
Elliot is treating him like a friend). (Comprebension)

3. What do you think Elliot is going to do with the pickle relish? (Analysis)
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WHERE FUDD
GETS BURNED

Pre-Reading:

The title of Chapter 7 is“Where Fudd Plays With Fire.” Do you remember what that meant?
Now in this chapter he will get burned. Based off what happened in Chapter 7, what do you think

will happen now?

Vocabulary Words:

SMEAR « 1ottt e To spread with something dirty or sticky
ACCUSE .......oovviiiiiiiiiiviiniavsvissevsa. .. To charge with having done something wrong
GUILTY. .ttt eviiiiiiiiiiiisiiiieisnesssrsrssssvssserst. .. Having done something wrong
CRINGE .\t ttttteeeennnnneeeeesessssssseeesssessssssseeeesseessssssss.. Toshrinkin fear
(€33 5.3 N A quick flash of light
WELL ottt ittt ettt teeeeeeaeaaaasasssusssussussssssssossssssasaasaaaaaaasss lOTiSE
BARE. .\ttt et ttrtiitreeserereeeeess. TOshow
DROOL ... iiiii ittt iiiieeseriiaeseessrrenssessere..Saliva that runs down the mouth
QUIVER .ottt et ce i To shake with a quick, light movement
YANK ©ttvvviniiiiiiniiisiiiisrsnisisvsnsessvsssens... Lo pull with a quick, strong movement
DANGLE ... o\ itiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiriarsvirseva.... Johangloosely or swing in the air

DEFEAT ... ot iiiiiiiiiiiiii ittt iiiesiiareersvaaet .. Lo beat someone at something

Discussion Questions:

1. In the Guidebook to Evil Plans, it says,“Never accept a gift of kindness from your mortal enemy.”
If Fudd thought Elliot was his enemy, what gift of kindness did he accept? How did it affect
Fudd? (Knowledge)

2. What part of Elliot’s plan succeeds? What goes wrong? (Knowledge)
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WHERE ELLIOT GETS
SOME FRESH AIR

Pre-Reading:

The title says that Elliot is going to get some fresh air. Normally that sounds like a nice thing.
Do you think it will be a good thing for Elliot?

Vocabulary Words:

NUMB . oo s Unable to feel in a normal way
WRING .+ttt vvitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiietainranensersnensorsrsesses... Lo twist or squeeze tightly
HUMBLE ... i i ii e e e e v oo Without pride
ATTEMPT. ..ot iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieitiiiieiariassrirsersrsnserrse. . Jotry to do something
SOCKETS .\t vviiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiieaas An opening where something such as an eye fits
LUNGE ..o viiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiviiveivasseseeee. .. A sudden movement forward
FLUTTER..................................................Tomoveinaquick,nervousway

REBOUND vt iiit ittt it i it eiiesiissernessnssessssssssersesss. Tobounce back

Discussion Questions:

1. Grissel said he would give Elliot ten seconds to give up, but it could be any ten seconds he
wanted. If Grissel had started counting at 81, what number would he get to before he was
finished? (Comprebension)

2. How does Elliot feel when he asks to be poofed up to the tree to rescue Patches? (Afraid) He is
a hero for saving Patches. Do you think it's okay for a hero to be afraid sometimes? (Evaluation)

Trivia:
Even though it’s not the last chapter in the book, this was the last chapter written in the story. This is
because the idea of rescuing Patches was an idea that came after the rest of the story was finished.




Elliot and the Goblin War

WHERE THERFE’S AN
ISLAND IN THE WOODS

Pre-Reading:

Based on the clues from the last few chapters, what do you think an island in the woods might be?

Vocabulary Words:
PROCLAIM . .o\ttt i e To admit the truth
IMONITOR -« vt ettt te e enee e neennensessessessssnesnesnsens A screen, such as for a computer
ORBIT © ittt ittt To move around an object in space
SCRUNCH. .« 11ttt et et i i e e To crumple up or squeeze
L8 -3 28 () - & PP In a vertical position
REVEAL .« ottt e To show

Discussion Questions:

1. Draw a picture of what you think the island in the woods looks like. Compare your picture with
others in your class. (Knowledge)

2. What did Agatha mean in Chapter 20 when she said Tubs’s problem was that one day Elliot
would figure out who he is? (Analysis)

3. What lesson did Elliot learn about himself when he ended the Goblin War? (Analysis)

If You Were the Author:

Elliot ends the story by telling Tubs he won't be bullied anymore. If you were the author preparing
to start on Book 2, what would you do with Tubs and Elliot? Will they become friends, ignore each
other, or will Tubs continue to bully Elliot?

27



Elliot and the Goblin War

SUMMARY ACTIVITIES

1. Choose your favorite character in the story and answer the following questions:

+  What are his/her greatest strengths?
+  What are his/her greatest weaknesses?
+  What is something he/she is better at doing than anyone else in the book?

+  What do you expect to see from him/her in future books?

2. Recall your favorite scene and draw a picture of it. Show it to the class and explain what you
liked best about that scene.

3. Asaclass, choose a Book 1 treat and make it together. These might include chocolate cake,
cherry pie, or even brownies! Or better yet, invent your own recipe! Why not create some turnip
juice, duck nuggets, or pickle relish?

4. Give every member of the class a chunk of green playdough and let everyone create their own

Goblin.

5. Every book has what's called a“missing scene.” These are things that must have happened in the story
but which are not written. Choose one of the following missing scenes and see if you can write it:

+ The scene right before the book begins where the Goblins begin chasing Patches.

+ 'The scene where Fudd spends the night hiding in Elliot’s room thinking of at least fourteen
ways to kill him.

+  Patches planning ways to trick the Goblins while she’s stuck in the hole.
+  Mr. Willimaker warning Elliot of ways the Goblins might try to get him.
+ How Elliot convinces his family to take Agatha in.

+  Where Agatha realizes Elliot needs help, and where Rufus figures out who she is.

6. Book Two is called Elliot and the Pixie Plot (August 2011). Based on the title, what do you think
it will be about? A summary of Book Two follows:

The mischievous Pixies kidnap Elliot to the Underworld in a plot to ransom Grissel the Goblin
from the Brownie prison. Things go from bad (entirely skipping going to worse except for a brief
mention in Chapter 9) to catastrophic when in his escape, Elliot accidentally awakens Kovol

the Demon, who now plans to destroy the human race. If that wasn't bad enough, Elliot hasn't
finished his science project yet.
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QUESTIONS KIDS ASK:
AN INTERVIEW WITH JENNIFER NIELSEN

How long did it take you to write this book?

Every book is different. Some that I've written have taken me a whole year. Elliot and the Goblin War
only took a couple of months.

Who is your favorite character?

Elliot is my favorite. He's just an ordinary kid, but when it’s time to be extraordinary, he finds that
inside himself every time. There are other characters I love too. Fudd is very interesting to me. There
are some big things to happen to him in the series. Patches is great too. She’s so smart and spunky.
And I love Uncle Rufus. Hed be fun to meet.

What is your next book?

Elliot and the Pixie Plot comes out in August 2011. Pixies might sound sweet and innocent, but these
ones definitely are not. They kidnap Elliot to the Underworld where he gets sent on a journey to
find Kovol, the most evil demon of all time. What happens down there will change the Underworld
forever. Oh, and it might also destroy mankind.

It sounds scary.

Parts of it are. It’s also funny, adventurous, silly, and wild, and will be a great summer read. There
are new characters such as Harold the Shapeshifter, Elliot’s arch-nemesis Cami Wortson, the trouble
causing pixie, Fidget Spitfly, and more.

In your bio, it says you once saw someone that might bave been a troll. Is that true?

Yes. Further research has convinced me he probably wasn't a troll. But if trolls are ever proven to be
real, I'll still claim that I've seen one.

When did you decide to become a writer?

When I realized the characters in my head would never leave me alone until I wrote them down.
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QUESTIONS KIDS ASK CONTINUED:

What do you like most about writing?

I love it when there’s a part of the story that I can't quite figure out, and then when my mind is on
something else entirely, bammo—1I get an idea that solves everything. Ilove it when the ending
comes together so well that it looks like I actually planned it that way.

Have you written anything other than Elliot?

There will be a series with Scholastic beginning in April 2012. Book 1 is called The Orphan Prince,
which is very different from Elliot, and for a little older reader, but I hope people will like it.

What advice would you give kids about writing?

Three things: Read, because that's how you learn what you like. It also shows you how successful
writers put their stories together. Second is to notice the world around you. Ideas that belong in
stories are everywhere. And third is to keep writing. Keep working at it and one day you could have
your own book too!




